VALLEY SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION CHORUS Season 54

Nathan Howe, VSA Chorus Conductor
Dear VSA Chorus Members,

| am very much looking forward to the 2025-2026 season! This season is all about the heritage that makes us
who we are, and how we carry that heritage into a bright future — personally and musically. This season, we’'ll
engage with beautiful music that our chorus hasn’t performed for many years, along with new favorites that
our singers and audience will love.

This chorus is important to each of us, and to our community. It really is an exceptional gift to have a chorus
of this caliber in our valley, and we want to take meaningful steps forward in our artistry this season. Our
community expects great things from us, and we work hard to be worthy of the trust they place in our chorus.

Please read these expectations carefully and sign the final page to confirm your commitment to this
exceptional choir!

With deep gratitude for this opportunity to serve you and make music with you,

Nathan Howe
chorus@valleysymphony.net
320.496.6478

Member Requirements and Agreement

Be fully present to make music that moves people.

Rehearsal Expectations: The way we use our time determines who we become as an ensemble.
e Choiris a team sport, and we are on the same team. Every piece gives us an opportunity to learn more
about music and ourselves as artists.
e Norms for rehearsals:
o Choir members and director will be respectful, kind, and productive in rehearsal.
o Focus on improving yourself first, not nitpicking others’ weaknesses. We honor each other’s
earnest efforts.
o If you have concerns, we want to address them in the right time and space. Unless you see an
immediate need that applies to everyone, speak with the director individually outside rehearsal.
o Maintain focus. Minimize talk when not singing. When the director is working with another
section, follow along and study your part.
Silence and put away phones and other electronic devices.
o Adapt to your ability. Especially when it comes to standing, sitting, and other group movement,
use your best judgment to choose what is safe and comfortable for you.



Attendance: We can (and should) practice at home, but choral music can only be made together.

o All members must commit to attending all rehearsals. Be on time and prepared.

e Check in when you arrive. An attendance roster will be provided.

e Life happens! If you are ill, please stay home. If there is a safety concern with travel, don’t take
unnecessary risks.When you need to miss a rehearsal:
Notify us! Email Nate at chorus@valleysymphony.net and our fabulous librarian Bonnie at
koehler1l762@gmail.com as soon as you know you will miss a rehearsal.
Practice at home! Keep up with the efforts of your team.

e If you must miss more than two rehearsals in a concert period, let’s talk. We'll determine whether
you will be prepared to perform with us.

Performance Plan: Proudly presenting our music to the community.

® Dress Rehearsals are required. Our dress rehearsal time is very limited, and it’s important that we bring
all of the pieces together to prepare a professional performance.

e Clothing expectations will be determined by the director in cooperation with choir volunteers. Concert
attire is not required at dress rehearsals unless announced otherwise (group photos, for example).
If standing is difficult, stools are available. Make choices that help you perform at your best.
No talking on stage during dress rehearsals or performances. Do not sing or speak while the orchestra is
tuning or playing, except by fully participating during our combined pieces.

e Maintain a warm working relationship with the orchestra. Respond promptly and respectfully to notes
from the Artistic Director.

e Unless immediately crucial, save questions and comments for after dress rehearsal/performance.

Managing Materials: Using our resources with care.
® As Librarian, Bonnie works hard to organize and maintain our scores. Honor her work in these ways:
o Bring a pencil to rehearsal and mark your music.
o Erase your markings completely before returning your scores after the final performance.
o Do not staple or hole-punch octavos. Magazine holders are a good alternative.
o Return your envelope to Bonnie and use a black binder or choral folder for performance.
e Choral octavos generally cost $3-12 per copy. If you lose or damage your music, you will reimburse the
VSA for replacement costs. This includes stapling or hole-punching music that isn’t already damaged in
this way.

Remembering Our “Why.”

® |n atime when so much around us is artificial, our live choral and orchestral performances can bring us
and our audiences authentic joy.

e The product (our performance) is important. But the process is equally critical and worthy of deep
enjoyment.

e When we rehearse, we are not just learning to perform a task; we are becoming better musicians.
Think about who you want to be by the end of this season, and let’s work toward that goal together.

e Let’s build a positive, engaged community within our chorus. Our care for each other does not stop at
the doors of the auditorium. We rise by lifting each other.

Let’s prepare diligently to make music that inspires our audience and ourselves!
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