
Thanks to Our Concert Partner

Pops in the Park 
big sounds in a big space! 

In partnership with

ValleySymphony.net



Every time you use your ARTS Loyalty Debit Card*, Alpine Bank donates 
10 cents to arts and culture-related causes and events that are 
important to you, like Valley Symphony Association.
*Alpine Bank debit cards are available with no annual fee to individuals with an Alpine Bank checking account.

INDEPENDENCE • COMMUNITY • COMPASSION • INTEGRITY • LOYALTY

ALPINEBANK.COM • MEMBER FDIC

Thank you Alpine Bank, for helping us reach more people, 
grow our audiences, and bring classical music to life!

–Stacey Ryan, volunteer musician





MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
 
Welcome and thank you for helping us make the 
music possible!  
 
Season 51 will roll out a new performance  
schedule with quarterly concerts that will feature 
both the orchestra and chorus. Our annual 
concert series at the Montrose Pavilion will  
include  Saturday and Sunday performances of 
each show in December, February, and April. 
 
Our orchestra conductor search committee has been working to identify 
strong candidates to fill the permanent role. This season, each concert will 
feature a different guest conductor. Tonight, we are excited to welcome  
Scott Betts to the podium. 
 
To continue to make the music possible, we rely solely on the support of our 
communities. A heartfelt “thank you” to our partners, sponsors, underwriters, 
season ticket holders, volunteers, and more—and a special shout out to a few 
extraspecial contributions this season: 
• Cimarron Wealth Management—longtime VSA supporters—has stepped up 
   their giving to become our firstever season partner—and have committed 
   to this level for three seasons! 
• A special tipofthehat to TEI Rock Drills. TEI specializes in creating precision  
   percussion rock drilling instruments, so it is fitting they are our percussion 
   instrument sponsor for the next three seasons. Their generosity will provide 
   all sorts of new toys for our percussionists to play with, including a new set 
   of timpani, keyboard and amp, and other fun accoutrements. From rock to  
   classical, TEI puts precision percussion instruments in capable hands! 
• The Black Canyon Classics Car Club named the VSA as the beneficiary of  
   their 27th Annual Colorful Colorado Car, Truck, and Rod Show held in June. 
   At the Saturday portion of this threeday event, chorus members performed 
   a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem and members of the orchestra’s 
   brass and woodwind sections came together to provide fun polka music  
   throughout the day. In July, the club awarded the VSA a whopping $5,000! 
• Starting with Season 50, Alpine Bank stepped up to outfit our new  
   equipment trailer with advertising for three seasons. Their generosity has  
   transformed our new wheels into an ingenious mobile billboard 
   that allows us to change up advertising messaging all season long! 
•Our first annual meeting was held on August 8. Shareholders learned  
   more about the VSA and provided thoughts and feedback on how we  
   can continue to improve. See pages 67 for an overview; the full report is  
   available online.  
Hartland H. Clubb Jr., President                          Priscilla Fry, Treasurer 
                                                                                                 Vince Snowbarger, Member‐At‐Large
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FOUNDERS 
Dr. Ted Dickinson 
Bernard & Erma Hast 
Girts & Ina Krumins 
Wilma Lowell 
Robert Phillips &  
     Joan Fetters Meikle 
Robert & Norma Vold



OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR  
CUSTOMERS ARE OUR FOUNDATION

1105 S Townsend Ave 
Montrose, CO 81401 

(970) 2499667 
 

402 Main St 
Delta, CO 81416 
(970) 8748061

Thank you VSA for what  
you do in our communities!  

We are proud to support an organization that  
cares about our communities as much as we do.
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Revenue $153,987

Expenses $138,538

VSA SEASON 50 RECAP & GRATITUDE REPORT  
As of August 8, 2022 
 
VSA patrons, friends and musician members: 
 
Thank you all for your support during our Jubilee Season. It was filled with 
challenges and celebrations. Important milestones occurred in our 50th  
Season. We said “farewell” to two longtime friends: VSA Orchestra  
Conductor Michael J. Kern retired after devoting 27 years to the growth of the 
orchestra and the organization; Debra TenNapel, concertmaster since 2008, 
resigned to move with her family to Montana. We said “hello” to our new 
chorus director, Katy Kristoffersen. 
 
The VSA Orchestra and Chorus presented 6 programs with a total of 10  
performances. Over 3,700 concertgoers enjoyed the talents of 111  
musicians. Musicians attended over 60 rehearsals. Patrons, underwriters,  
partners, and sponsors totaled more than 139. 
 
Total revenues, including inkind  
partnerships and donations, were  
$153,987. Total expenses, including 
inkind partnerships, were  
$138.538. Major inkind income  
included broadcast advertising  
from Cherry Creek Media ($23k+),  
venues provided by the City of  
Montrose ($7k+), newsprint  
advertising in the Montrose  
Daily Press & Delta County  
Independent ($7,500), mobile  
billboard advertising by  Alpine  
Bank ($5k), and large format  
printing from GoBigBanners ($1,500). 
 
 



VSA SEASON 50 RECAP & GRATITUDE REPORT cont... 
 
Season 51 begins with Pops in the Park on Saturday, September 10. This  
concert will be presented at the new Montrose Rotary Amphitheater and 
guest conducted by Scott Betts, wellknown area conductor and performer. 
The season continues with Christmas by Candlelight, Young Composers, and 
Pop Stars & Superheroes, all with performances on Saturdays and Sundays at 
the Montrose Pavilion.  
 
The quarterly schedule was adopted for Season 51 to allow the board,  
consultants, and volunteers to most effectively focus their efforts, respon
sibly and efficiently steward the organization, and continue to recover from 
COVID challenges and setbacks. Season 52 is scheduled to resume a  
sixconcert season. 
 
The Conductor Selection Committee, chaired by Charles Latshaw (music  
director/conductor of the Grand Junction Symphony  Orchestra), received 
applications through July 1; have reviewed applications and are currently 
holding interviews for a new orchestra conductor. 
 
Vince Snowbarger joined the board in June. Our thanks to past board 
members Eunice Acker and Brenda Anderson, who finished their terms in 
2021. 
 
Season 51’s budget is similar to Season 50 with total revenues  
anticipated at approximately $95,000. Key supporters include: Townsquare 
Media (formerly Cherry Creek Media), Cimarron Wealth Management  
(formally Colorado West Investments), the City of Montrose, Montrose  
Daily Press/Delta County Independent, Alpine Bank, TEI Rock Drills, and  
GoBigBanners. 
 
Ticket outlets are confirmed in Delta and Montrose. Our website can be  
conveniently used for donations as well as purchasing all VSA products,  
including tickets, advertising, sponsorships, partnerships, and underwriting. 
 
Thank you for your support in making the VSA’s vision, Bringing Classical 
Music to Life, a vital part of the Uncompahgre, Grand, and North Fork Valley 
communities. With your help, volunteer musicians and audiences of all ages 
can look forward to another 50 years of great music. 
 
Hartland Clubb, President Priscilla Fry, Treasurer 

Vince Snowbarger, Member‐At‐Large
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Saturday 2/4/23 7:30pm l Sunday 2/5/23 3pm

Young Composers 
Be Inspired

Saturday 9/10/22 5pm 

Pops in the Park 
big sounds in a big space! 

Saturday 12/3/22 7:30pm l Sunday 12/4/22 3pm

Saturday 4/22/23 7:30pm l Sunday 4/23/23 3pm 

Pop Stars & 
SuperHeroes

Students: $5  l  Adults: $25    
Delta: Clubb’s, 502 Main St                                           
Montrose: Colorado Smiles, 601 S 3rd St   
Montrose: Cimarron Wealth Management 
                     1731 E Niagara Rd 
Online: ValleySymphony.net                                   
Phone: 9707658323 

Concerts at the Montrose Pavilion 
Pops in the Park at the Montrose Rotary Amphitheater

In partnership with

ValleySymphony.net
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Scott Betts 
Orchestra Guest Conductor 
Scott Betts is a longtime music educator, clinician, 
and judge, and has conducted the High Desert Opera 
since 2008. From 1994 to 1995, he served as the  
president of the Colorado Chapter of the American 
String Teachers Association (ASTA) and has also been a 
member of the Colorado Instrumental Affairs Council.  
 
Betts was also a member of the task force that wrote 
the Colorado Music Content Area Standards. He was 

recognized for outstanding service to string music in 1996 by the Colorado 
Chapter of the ASTA. In the late ‘80s he was a guest artist with the VSA,  
singing and playing with his group, Hot Tub Jazz. He’s a trumpeter with the 
Grand Junction Symphony Orchestra and performs instrumentally and vocally 
with many regional music groups. 
 
“The VSA has so much to offer listeners of all ages; I hope to see lots of 
people come out to support these musicians and enjoy the show in this 
beautiful new space,” Betts 
said. “The VSA is a solid  
regional orchestra. It’ll be fun 
to work with this unique and 
special group that’s been 
bringing music to life on the 
Western Slope for over 50 
years—I can’t wait to take 
them for a spin!” 

Partner:           Garner “headliner” billing as a concert partner. 

Advertise:       Reach thousands in our programs!  

Sponsor:         Support at a level of your choice (bronze to platinum). 

Underwrite:   Adopt an section or individual musician for the season! 

Donate:           Show your generosity any time of year! 

Attend:            Help make the music possible! 

Become a VSA benefactor!

VSA Orchestra Conductors  
19701980                Walter Birkedahl 
19801985                Rodney Ash 
19851989                Keith Cochrane 
19891993                Dr. James Horton 
19932022                Michael J. Kern 
9/2022                       Scott Betts 



KATY KRISTOFFERSEN 
Chorus Conductor 
Katy Kristoffersen’s 20 years of experience in coaching 
and teaching are backed by undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in music education. Since 2010, 
Kristoffersen has expanded her practice into  
mindfulness coaching and loves to incorporate these 
techniques into all areas of teaching. “Mindfulness is 
a multifaceted, dynamic practice that can elevate 
every part of our daytoday life.” 
 

She’s been pleasantly surprised to discover how effectively she’s been able to 
integrate a mindfulness practice into her experiences as musician, director, 
and collaborator. Her intuitive approach for composing, arranging, playing 
piano, and singing, facilitate her desire to make music accessible and fun for 
all. “Music is fundamentally about joy, and I look forward to being a part of 
the joy the VSA brings to our communities.”

VSA Chorus Conductors  
Kelly Neill                            20022004              Season 31  33 
Chris Davis                          12/2004                  Season 34 
Aleta Jupille                        03/2005                  Season 34 
Chris Davis                          20052007              Season 35  36  
Bethany Ward                    12/2007                  Season 37 
Mary Anne Rathburn       4/2008                     Season 37 
Bethany Ward                    20082010              Season 38  39 
Lenore Hample                  20102013              Season 40  42 
Jan Tuin                               20132017              Season 43  46 
Allyson Connelly                20172019              Season 47  49 
Katy Kristoffersen              2021present         Season 50  present 
Note: Seasons run from fall to spring

Advertise and Support the VSA!
Advertising in our annual program is an excellent, cost-effective way 
to expose thousands of concert attendees to your business or cause. 

 
Full, half, and quarter page ads are now available for Season 51! 

 
Valley Symphony Association 

PO Box 3144, Montrose, CO 81402  
info@ValleySymphony.net l 970-765-8323



SANDRA SUNDSTROM 
Concertmaster 
Sandy grew up in Colorado Springs, CO, in a family of 
musicians. She was involved in orchestras, choirs, and 
bands throughout her youth, and earned her bach
elor of music in education with an instrumental major 
and choral minor from Arizona State University. Sandy 
has taught band, choir, and orchestra in all levels of 
education, elementary through college. 
 
In 2010, she and her family moved to Grand Junction. 

Sandy is a violinist with the Grand Junction Symphony Orchestra (GJSO), High 
Desert Opera, and Rockestra, and has an active private studio teaching violin, 
viola, and cello. Her quartet performs in churches and for area events, and 
she plays in regional gigs, performs regularly in Aspen for summer weddings, 
and is a recurring violin coach for Camp Con Brio. Sandy adjudicates for the 
District 51 Solo/Ensemble, and local auditions, and judged the Colorado West  
Invitational Music Festival in 2013. She was an active member of the GJSO 
Board for many years and served on their music director search committee. 
 
In 2013, she started as a paraprofessional in Mesa County School District. 
Sandy assists orchestras at several middle schools, and in 2014, she was a 
longterm sub for choirs at a local high school. 
 
Sandy and her husband have two daughters, a son, and three grandchildren. 
They absolutely love living in Grand Junction: the people, surrounding views,  
and connections they’ve made. 
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What is a concertmaster? The concertmaster is the principal or “first chair”  
violinist who leads the orchestra in its tuning prior to the concert and customarily 
plays all violin solos within pieces. The concertmaster also marks the orchestra’s 
scores with the appropriate bowings to ensure all the violinists are moving and 
playing in unison, offers suggestions to other string sections, and translates  
instructions from the conductor into specific technical language for strings.
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SURFACE CREEK FAMILY PRACTICE

Cedaredge, 255 SW 8th Ave 
970-856-3146

Delta, 2233 Cottonwood St 
970-874-0336

MON-FRI 
8AM-5PM

Accepting new patients at both locations! 
We accept all major insurances! 
Same day appointments available! 

Our qualified medical and support staff dedicate themselves as  
your primary health care advocates, educators, and teammates.

PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE QUALITY FAMILY HEALTH CARE



970.249.0252
TheRustyPutter.com@TheRustyPutterMontrose

Open Tuesday to Sunday!

Food
Friends
& Fun

• Fantastic food

• Outdoor patio

• San Juan Mountain views

• Wine & cocktails

• Local beer on tap

• $40/group (up to 4 players)

• 100+ courses to play

• Mini games

• Club fittings

• Fun for all ages & skill level 

Golf Simulator



Proudly supports the 
Valley Symphony Association 

1415 Hawk Pkwy 
Montrose, CO 81401 

970-240-8899

Bring in this ad for 20% off a single entree! 
Expires 11/1/22. Not valid on holidays.



AND ITS LOCAL RADIO STATIONS

PROUD BROADCAST SPONSORS OF THE VSA



Visit Us Today! 
Come see us at any of our locations 
and let us show you why we are 
one of the oldest family owned car 
dealerships in Colorado.

970-249-2601 
2580 N Townsend Ave 
Montrose, CO 81401 
www.flowermotorgroup.com

Anyone can sell 
you a car. Not 
everyone is 
part of your 
community!
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Star‐Spangled Banner                                                                                  arr. Craig Courtney 
 
 
America, the Beautiful                                                                                By Samuel A. Ward 

arr. Paul Scott, ed. Bill Scott 
 
Let’s Get Loud                                                                                                 Words and Music by  

Gloria Estefan and Kike Santander 
arr. Victor López 

 
Loves Me Like a Rock                                                           Words and Music by Paul Simon 

arr. Greg Gilpin 
 
  
On the Trail from the Grand Canyon Suite                                             By Ferde Grofe 

arr. Marty Gold 
 
Bugler’s Holiday                                                                                               By Leroy Anderson 
 
  
Fire and Rain                                                                          Words and Music by James Taylor 

arr. Greg Gilpin 
 
  
The Stars and Stripes Forever                                                               By John Philip Sousa 

Orchestrated by Leopold Stokowski 
 

INTERMISSION 
 

 
I Can See Clearly Now                                                      Words and Music by Johnny Nash 

arr. Larry Nickel 
 
Journey’s Greatest Hits                                                                                     arr. Victor López 
 
 
Pavanne from Symphonette No. 2                                                         By Morton Gould 
 
  
Listen to the Music                                                           Words and music by Tom Johnston 
                                                                                                                                     arr. Alan Billingsley 

 
Bohemian Rhapsody                                                                                   By Freddie Mercury 

arr. Clark Gault 
 
We Are The Champions                                                                             By Freddie Mercury 

arr. Clark Gault 
 

The American Frontier                                                                       arr. Calvin Custer

Pops in the Park 
CONCERT PROGRAM

OrchestraChorus Both
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OUR HISTORY: BRINGING CLASSICAL MUSIC TO LIFE! 
In 1970 a small group of classical musicians met in the parlor of Wilma and 
Charles Lowell's Eckert home. By 1982, there were 30 musicians practicing 
once a week in Delta and performing four annual concerts. Over the years, 
the group has progressed, growing in size and musical ability. 
 
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Grand Mesa Singers and the  
Christmas in the Valley Chorus were seasonal contributors, mainly at  
Christmas concerts. In 2002, these choral groups combined, and the Valley 
Symphony Orchestra (VSO) became the Valley Symphony Association (VSA) 
to include both orchestra and chorus. 
 
Today, the VSA’s 60+ instrumentalists and 35+ vocalists hail from throughout 
the North Fork, Uncompahgre, and Grand Valleys. 
 
The VSA takes pride in their history of 
bringing classical music to life on the 
Western Slope, their commitment to 
keeping classical music vital, and their 
goal of building future audiences. 
 

 
WHO ARE OUR MUSICIANS? 
They are teachers, parents, neighbors, 
students. They have jobs. They 
have children. They have homes and schedules and commitments. They 
teach at local colleges, high schools, middle schools, and elementary 
schools. They work in business, the arts, government, agriculture, law 
enforcement, and health care. Some are retired. Some are entrepreneurs. 
Some are military veterans. They represent the Uncompahgre, Grand, and 
North Fork Valleys and live in Montrose, Ouray, Hotchkiss, Eckert, Olathe, 
Palisade, Paonia, Delta, Ridgway, Austin, Cedaredge, and Grand Junction. 
Some of them are snowbirds. Some of them are teenagers. And they are all 
VSA musicians.  
 
This season VSA performers will once again bring their skill, passion, and  
talent to the stage. The VSA is proud to be celebrating our 51st year as a  
regional, allvolunteer performing arts organization composed of these 
musicians who live and work in our midst. 
 
 
 

MEET THE MUSICIANS 
To learn more about VSA musicians, visit: 

Chorus: ValleySymphony.net/aboutus/chorus/meetthemembers 
Orchestra: ValleySymphony.net/aboutus/orchestra/meetthemembers

HABCD
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The chorus’ portion of the concert will feature several selections from the 
’70s. The ’70s had a massive influence on the music of today. Songs about 
peace, protest, fun, and loss evoke strong emotions in all of us. These  
emotions tend to be tied to our own histories, our parents’ histories, and 
the movies and shows that have settled into our hearts. 
 
The music in this concert feels so relevant right now. I hope you can feel all 
of the feelings when you listen to this program: collective nostalgia, delight 
and exhilaration, tender sadness, and hope. We are feeling them too, right 
along with you.  
 
Perhaps you’ll also experience a sense of curiosity and wonder about the 
world when these songs were written. How has our world changed, and how 
much has remained the same? What role has music had in your life? Does 
music mark milestones for you? Historical events? When you feel certain 
emotions, which artists do you turn to? 
 
We are here to remind you to listen to the music, because we have all  
seen fire and rain. And as we sing for the first time in this glorious outdoor 
amphitheater, we are overjoyed to share our big sounds in this big space 
right along with you, our beloved audience. 
 

By Scott Betts, VSA Orchestra Guest Conductor 
 
Think about what it would be like to attend a Saturday evening concert in 
the park in 1920. There would be folks gathering on the lawn with blankets, 
picnics, and beverages. On the gazebo there would be a brass band or  
whatever town group could be gathered up. The music would be a collection 
of Americana, along with folk songs, patriotic songs, marches, light classics, 
and the popular music of the day. 
 
A century later, that is basically what we have here tonight. From America, 
the Beautiful, to a tribute to Queen, with a little bit of everything else 
thrown in, our selections offer a glimpse into the diversity that is our  
country. With composers such as Morton Gould, Ferde Grofé, John Philip 
Sousa, and Leroy Anderson, along with the music of pop stars Gloria Estefan 
and the group Journey, we offer you a wide variety of styles that all come 
from the core of our country. 
 
So, sit back, relax, and enjoy what we are serving up for you tonight. Help us 
to celebrate this wonderful new venue. We hope that the music we have  
selected for you tonight brings you much pleasure and a wonderful musical 
experience. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of this amazing evening. 

POPS IN THE PARKS 
CONCERT NOTES 

By Katy Kristoffersen, VSA Chorus Conductor



Volunteer
BE A

Why?
Meet new people
Tickets for events
Montrose SWAG
Field trips
Learn the in’s and out’s of Montrose
Make friends
It’s FUN!

Contact us!
970.497.8558
info@visitmontrose.com
107 S Cascade Ave
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FEATURED MUSICIAN 
Lois Drysdale – Violin 2  
 
Lois grew up in Fort Morgan, CO. In the fourth grade, she 
started playing the piano and violin. “My Dad said that, if 
I got good enough, we could move the piano from my 
bedroom into the living room.”  
 
She did get good enough and the piano was relocated. 
She played at church and was her mother’s accompanist 
when she sang. In school Lois played the violin in the  
orchestra and in a traveling string quartet. Her family 
moved to Montrose when she was 13. “Much to my disappointment there 
was only a band in high school—no orchestra.” She took up the oboe so she 
could have some music in her life. “Don’t ask me to play it now, as I would not  
know where to start!” 
 
Lois has lived in the area for 55 years, the last 18 in Delta. She’s worked for 
the Montrose School District for 28 years. She loves to read and fly fish, and 
lives a content, peaceful, and mostly dramafree life.  
 
When Lois’ niece told her she wanted to learn to play, Lois lent her violin. 
Sadly, her niece’s husband sold it. “So, I went a long time without a violin.” 
 
Her husband, Leroy, knew how much she missed it and “When I turned 51, 
he bought me a violin!” Lois started taking lessons, “…to get back what I had 
lost for so many years.” Her violin teacher gave her and Leroy tickets to see 
the VSA, and Lois was hooked. She joined the VSA Orchestra in 2011. 
 
“One cannot describe the joy you get playing music with an ensemble like the 
VSA. Sometimes it still gives me chills. I look forward to playing more music, 
to learning more, and sharing with everyone.”

Lois Drysdale

B

William Forest 
wmforest.com 

9707658808 l 8666099020 
forestbill@hotmail.com

HEALTH INSURANCE 
Individuals 65 and over



MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS

The MAGIC of Live Theatre
SINCE 1959

MagicCirclePlayers.com
mcp@montrose.net

970-249-7838

SEPT 2022
NOV 2022

AmadeusAmadeus
by Peter Shaffer

MARCH 2023

MAY 2023JAN 2023

Purchase Purchase 
Season Season 
Tickets Tickets 

NowNow
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UNDERWRITERS

SECTION UNDERWRITERS   
Orchestra 
Conductor                      Donnin Custer & Eunice Acker 
Violin 2                           Farnsworth Gallery 
Cello                                Mary Novak, Superlative Concrete Seal 
Viola                                First Contact Medical Specialists/Montrose Emergency  
                                        Physicians 
Contrabass                     Welcome Western Colorado 
Clarinet                           Glen Hast, Rounds & Brooks CPAs PC 
 
Chorus 
Conductor                     Peggy Kristoffersen 
Alto 1                              The Ruthanna B. Snow Charitable Foundation 
Alto 2                              The Ruthanna B. Snow Charitable Foundation, Priscilla Fry &  
                                        Sprague Mayger 
Tenor 1                           Vince & Carolyn Snowbarger 
Tenor 2                           Vince & Carolyn Snowbarger 
 
INDIVIDUAL UNDERWRITERS 
Orchestra 
DJo Lowell Violin 1 Norm & Lexy Stevenson 
Lindsey Shoemaker Violin 1 Steve & Eileen Field 
Lois Drysdale Violin 2 Marie Heroux 
Beth Pertz Cello C&N Storage, David Pertz 
Stacey Ryan Clarinet Paige & Char Proctor, Seth Ryan 

Jim & Eleanor Ennis  
Chorus 
Demeris York Soprano 2 Marie Heroux 
Hartland H. Clubb, Jr. Bass 1 DaVeto’s Restaurant 
Seth Ryan Bass 1 Paige & Char Proctor, Stacey Ryan 

7th Judicial District DA’s Team 
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Underwriting a section or individual is a powerful way to support our musicians, and 
there is no limit to how many times they may be underwritten. “Adopt” one today!

SPONSORS
PLATINUM   $500+ 
First Contact Medical Specialists, 
Montrose Emergency Physicians Montrose 
Hartland & Michelle Clubb                Delta 
Vince & Maggie Farnsworth      Montrose 
Glen Hast                                          Denver 
Robert & Georgia Hoshide        Montrose 
Mark & Nora Kniskern                        Delta 
Seth & Stacey Ryan                     Montrose 
 
SILVER   $300 
Vectra Bank                                 Montrose 
 

 
GOLD   $400 
Bill & Sharyn Bennett                 Montrose 
Bob & Jeanie Brown                           Delta 
Patricia Chaloupka                      Montrose 
Dr. Tom & Doris Chamberlain   Montrose 
Donnin Custer & Eunice Acker Montrose 
 
BRONZE  $200  
Hellman Chevrolet Buick (Timothy  
      Hellman)                                        Delta 
Robin & Gretchen Nicholoff      Hotchkiss 



1544 Oxbow Drive, Suite 198  
Montrose, CO 81401 

(970) 964-4477

Bring in this coupon and  
Save 20% on 1 entree. 

Expires 11/1/22 
Not valid with other offers.
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Your preferred funeral home choice

“When You Need Us, We’ll Be Here”
View online obituaries at taylorfuneralservice.com

682 1725 Road, Delta 
9708749988 
9708748633 

105 S.E. Frontier, Suite F 
Cedaredge 

9708563232 
209 Bridge St., Hotchkiss 

9708723151 
311 Grand Ave, Paonia 

9705273836 

Our funeral home serves your community  
by offering a variety of services: 
   * Funeral preplanning 
   * Traditional funerals 
   * Cremations with memorial services 
   * Funeral essentials, such as caskets,  
      vaults, urns, monuments and markers

Graphic Design 
Creative/Business Writing 

Web Design 
Branding  

JEN WOLFE 
602-303-7203

WOLFE 
CREATIVE



AGING WITH DIGNITY 
AND RESPECT

 V O A S E N I O R L I V I N G . O R G

Volunteers of America is a national, nonprofit, faith-based organization.

Our Mission...

Our Network of Local Services Include:
Home Health of Western Colorado

Senior CommUnity Care PACE

Senior CommUnity Meals
 

Horizons Care Center

Valley Manor Care Center

The Homestead at Montrose 
 AdvantAge Health Resource Center

Call 1-844-862-4968 to speak to a local care navigator
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Fine Art Exhibitions 
    Art Education 
        Teaching Opportunities 
           Festivals & Events 

Classes & Workshops 
   Volunteer Opportunities 
        Member Discounts 

 Gift Shop

11 S. Park Ave. ( Main & Park)  
Montrose, CO 81401 

Registrations & donation info  
on website www.mc4arts.com  

9707879428 

Join Us 
Become a Member



Bringing Classical Music to Life   l   ValleySymphony.net    l   Page 28

FEATURED MUSICIAN 
Demeris York - Soprano 2 
 
Demeris York began singing as a small child when her 
parents discovered she had a real talent for music. They 
enrolled her in voice and piano lessons, which she loved. 
She sang all through her childhood and during high 
school where she was involved in musical theatre. She 
attended the University of Northern Colorado on a  
music scholarship where she minored in music. After 
graduation, she sang with the Denver Symphony  
Orchestra and Chorus, where she was fortunate enough 
to learn from and sing with a variety of international conductors from many 
different cultures. 
 
Demeris was an educator in Douglas County and lived in Parker, CO, for 27 
years. During that time, she sang in several church groups and taught voice 
lessons. She then took a few years off from music to raise her two young 
children. Once they were a little older, she came back to her music by 
teaching voice and guitar lessons. 
 
She and her husband, John, moved to Delta in 2005 upon retirement. She 
knew she wanted to be involved with the music community on the Western 
Slope. She sang with the North Fork Valley Chorus soon after moving to Delta 
and has been with the VSA Chorus since 2006. 
 
She is part of the VSA because she wants to share her Godgiven musical gift 
with others. Her claim to fame is that she was on the Lawrence Welk show 
when she was a child! Her hobbies are swimming, biking, pickleball, water 
colors, wood burning, and gardening.  
 

 
 

Demeris York

SPEED QUEEN w AMANA w MAYTAG GE w WOLF w KITCHENAID w SUBZERO w WHIRLPOOL

Sales & Service
152 Main Street, Delta 

970.874. 3337 
ModernApplianceCo.com

We can match anyone’s price,  
but they can’t match our service!





There’s an advantage to working with a financial  
advisor who knows you – and your financial goals. 

The Valley Symphony Association’s longheld belief in the  
transformative power of orchestral and choral  
music continues to educate, entertain, inspire. 

CHRIS REICHMANN 
Financial Advisor l Montrose, CO 

9702490925

“MUSIC CAN CHANGE THE WORLD.”  
 Beethoven

WESTERN SLOPE WELDING 
WILLIAM ROMERO JR 
OWNER

1891 Luana Dr., Montrose, CO 
Cell: 720-789-3179 
Shop: 970-249-2508 
WesternSlopeWelding.com

One stop shop for all your 
welding & fabrication needs
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Bringing classical music to life — 
with a little help from TEI Rock Drills!

Our thanks to Alpine Bank, which has generously  
partnered with the VSA to transform our new  

equipment trailer into an ingenious mobile billboard!

Psst! They really rock!

Classical Rock

Our friends at TEI are making the music possible by generously  
underwriting our percussion section instruments. 

 
From rock to classical, TEI puts  

precision percussion instruments  
in capable hands! 

 
Now that’s a gift with impact! They really nailed it! (Get it?!) 

PRECISION PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS

A Colorado bank focused on community!



NABUR is a free online forum to
connect with your community,

focus on facts & make a difference.

POWERED BY THE MONTROSE DAILY PRESS JOURNALISTS

Niagara Community Garden - Agriculture Group
”Hello, plant people! Just wanted to let you know that Niagara

Community Garden is taking applications for the 2021 season.”
- Aleta L., NABUR member

Locals love local - Community Bulletin Group
”After spending months closed due to effects from the pandemic,

the Fox Theater in Montrose reopened last month with a slate of new films.”
- Josue Perez, Journalist Product Manager

Dark Skies Community - Dark Skies Group
”Montrose is a central location in Western Colorado, and is surrounded

by some of the country’s darkest night skies.”
- Aaron W, NABUR member

Join the Conversation!

get started by visiting: nabur.montrosepress.com

Little Blue Creek Canyon Project - Local Affairs Group
”What concerns do you have with the project? Do you feel the road

should be open eight hours a day, rather than the scheduled five?”
- Josue Perez, Journalist Product Manager

Discussion on Meat-Out Day from a
Beef Producer’s Perspective - Food Group

“So being a beef provider, several people have asked me about my

opinion on the Governor’s Meat Out Day.”
- Cally H., NABUR member
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Rock Solid  
Accounting 

Support

2798 Woodgate Rd Unit D, Montrose, CO 81401 
(970) 626-3850

We salute the VSA and look forward to the 51st Season!

DISCOVERING OUR ROOTS 
  
Volunteer orchestral and choral groups like the VSA are an outcropping  
from the concept of the American community band, which predates the  
Civil War. Immigrants brought the band tradition with them to the US,  
where thousands of ordinary citizens participated in these ensembles. 
 
After the Civil War, census figures indicated that, across the country,  
there were about 10,000 community bands. Town bands were admired and 
provided townspeople with popular, light entertainment for concerts. While 
the quality of performance varied, the enjoyment and value to each town's 
social and cultural climate is undeniable. 
 
Community bands experienced a great dying out after World War I, victims  
of a cultural shift to mass media, radio, and more, all which led to a rise in 
school music programs. The increased number of musicians who learned an 
instrument and played in high school and college bands but did not pursue 
music as a career also provided a rich pool of amateur talent seeking an  
outlet for their musical abilities. As a result—and ironically—there was  
once again a rise in participation in community bands. 
 
While there will always be music teachers and professional musicians  
participating in volunteer music performance groups like the VSA, the  
majority of members come from professions that are not related to music. 
Most are amateurs who enjoyed playing in school and missed the camaraderie 
and musicmaking. Others are students looking to gain more rehearsal time 
and learn from more experienced musicians.  
 
These ensembles give everyone, regardless of their age or chosen career 
path, a place to play their instrument, contribute to their community, and 
most especially, to enjoy themselves while making music.



Return to Life | Tickets $5 - $45
Saturday • September 17, 2022 • 7:30pm
Sunday • September 18, 2022 • 3:00pm
John Estacio’s Frenergy, Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto #1 featuring Zhengyi Huang, 
piano, winner of GJSO’s 2022 Young Artist Competition, and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
7 in A Major

Behind the Music: Symphonie Fantastique | Tickets $5 - $45
Saturday • October 15, 2022 • 7:30pm
Sunday • October 16, 2022 • 3:00pm
Edward MacDowell’s Hamlet and Ophelia and Berlioz’s Symphonie Fantastique

A Christmas Classic | Tickets $5 - $45
Thursday, December 15, 2022 • 7:30pm
A traditional holiday concert performed by the Grand Junction Symphony
Orchestra and Western Colorado Chorale with sing-a-longs & more! 

John Williams: Maestro of the Movies | Tickets $5 - $45
Saturday, January 14, 2023 • 7:30pm
The Grand Junction Symphony Orchestra performs your favorite songs written 
by John Williams! It’s a thrilling evening of heartwarming songs from cinema.

Singer Morgan James In Concert | Tickets $50 - $75
Saturday, January 28, 2023 • 7:30pm
Morgan James is an American soul singer, songwriter, and actress. James is 
well known for her numerous musical collaborations with the Jazz collective 
Postmodern Jukebox.

Re:Awakening | Tickets $5 - $45
Saturday • February 11, 2023 • 7:30pm
Sunday • February 12 • 3:00pm
Emilie Mayer’s Symphony No. 5 in F Minor, Antonio Rosetti’s Concerto for 2 
Horns in Eb Major, and Felix Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture

Classical Goes West | Tickets $5 - $45
Saturday • March 11, 2023 • 7:30pm
Sunday • March 12, 2023 • 3:00pm
Elmer Bernstein’s The Magnificent Seven Symphonic Suite, George Clinton’s 
The Rose of Sonora, Ennio Morricone’s “Gabriel’s Oboe” from The Mission, & 
Aaron Copland’s Billy the Kid Suite. Guest Conductor Renee Noel Gilliland.

Brahms & Rutter | Tickets $5 - $45
Saturday • April 29, 2023 • 7:30pm
Sunday • April 30, 2023 • 3:00pm
Johannes Brahms’ Schicksalslied, op. 54 (Song of Destiny), John Rutter’s
Gloria, and Johannes Brahms’ Symphony No. 2 featuring the GJSO Chorus.

TICKETS, SEASON PASSES, & SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

GJSO.ORG | 970-243-6787 | 414 MAIN ST. GRAND JCT, CO



in

Caring for you like family.



In partnership with

ValleySymphony.netHats off to our first-ever 
SEASON SPONSOR!

1115 N. Main St. Suite A 
Gunnison, CO 
Ph: 970.641.0400 

1731 E. Niagara Rd. 
Montrose, CO  
Ph: 970.249.9882

Wealth With A Purpose
Your Purpose, Your Plan, Our Experience

Stop by to see us or visit us online at wealthwithapurpose.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through 
Cimarron Wealth Management, Inc., a registered investment advisor. Cimarron Wealth Management, 

Inc. is a separate entity from LPL Financial.


